DISCOVERIE. 


OF THE 


GROVND 


OF THE 


'IMPRISONMENT © 


Francis Ellington,Thomas Cocket,and Edward Ferman,whole 
outward Fentlingd is in Northamptonſhire , who are 
caſt into the Common Goale in Northampton, by 
the menthat are now in-Commiilion to do Ju- 
ſtice,who never read us any Law,or any ev1- 
>dence came againſt us, ſhewing our 

tranſgreſſion as the following lines 
make manifeſt. He that hath 
an eye to ſee let himſee, ard 
he that hath an ear to 
" hear let him hear, 
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And Judgment is turned away backward, and Juſtice ſtandeth 4 far 
off, for Truth is fallen in the ſtreets, ad equity cannot enter ; yea 
Truth faileth, and he that departeth-from evil maketh himſelf a 
prey. Ifaiah 59. 14, 15, verſes, 
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eA true Diſcovery of the ground of the Impriſonment of 


Francis Ellingtor,, Thomas Cocket, azd Edward 
Ferwan, &C, 


: Francis Ellington, living in Wellingborough in. the 
County of Northampton, about the 9. day of Ofteber 
1654, being in my Calling and employment ar a 
Faire at Harborough in Leceſterſhire, and hearing 

that there was one Will;am Dewsbary a Yorkeſhire man at a, 

friends houte there; - and he was that day to declare the 

word of the Lord to the Conſciences of the people ; and 
being free in my ſpirit-to go ro hearhim, Iwent tothe 
ſriends houſe, and heard him declare the word of life ro 
myConſcience , which raiſed the witnels of God in me, 

thar, did own what heſpake ro be the Word of the Lord ; 
which my underſtanding did enlightento ſee the way to 
erernal life , which I had long ſought in my imaginatt- 
on. of the Saints condition, Then was Imoved of che 

Lord to deſire his ſervant, who to me declared His word, 

when he was free. in his {pirit,to come to my houſe, which 


he did upon the 27. day. ofthe 10, Month called Decem- 


ber, anda friend with him whoſe name is Foſeph Storre, 
who ſtayed at my houſe that day and night ; and on the 
morrow Richard Den:t Conltable of the Town, came to 
my. houſe with a warrant from Thomas Pentlow called Ju- 
itice, and faid,that he-came to apprehend one. of tho{e 
wo that were at my houſe ; Iasked:him if he had a war- 
rant, he {aidhe had: I defired him that he would ler. me 
read-his:warrant: which he did,and I reading it, and find- 
ing. no.hgme)inthematrants of him heſhonld apprehend, 


busifar, one he called Quaker 3 Lreplyedgharl could nor” 


lee how ie could apprehend any of thoſs two.in my hone 
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by vertue ofthat Warrant,fſecing there was not any-name - 
inthe Warrant , but the Conftable laid hands on/7/1:- 
am Dewsbury,andiaid, that he was the man, and that he 
ſhould go with him before the Juſtice, whigh he did the fame 
day, and Joſeph:Stor was moved rogowith hint to Thomas 
Pentlow's houte in Wi1by ; then I being free 1n my {pirit, 
did with other friends go-along with them ro Thomas. 
Pentlows hou!e., and there hearing rhe examination of 
Willam Dewstury and Joſeph Stor, andaiter that: Thowas 
Pentlow had made their Mttimus, and gaye the Conltable 
charge of them, the {aid'Thomas Pemlow cametorth of fhe 
room into another room Wwhete IT and orher friends were, 
and asked me, and one Kichard Smith , what we did inhis 
houſe, and who* gave us leave to come into his houſe ? ahd 
threatned us. to make us anfiver onr affronting -him in his 
houſe at the next Seſſion:, Then I; andRichard Smith told 
him, that we came nor to affront-him' in his-houle, nei- 
ther could he prove it by our carriage fince we came into 
his houſe ; bur the occaſion of our coming thither at thar 
time wasto require of him to do us Jultice. He asked 
for whom wonld jou have juſtice againſt? We replyed for 
one- Bridger Makernes of Findon, which was at that inſtam 
in his houſe. He asked'ns, what ſhe did to 52 We antwer- 
ed, that about two weeks before, the ſaid Richard Smith 
and my ſelf, and another triend with us, went to Finder, 
and the {aid Briget Makernes (as we were peaceably pal 
fing through the {treet in Fizdon)did abuſe us:in throwing 
water at us. and tienes, anddirt, and calling us rogues, 
witches and Dizeis ; yer we gave her no cauſe, nor ipoke 
not to her, bur left her; and for this abu/e and aftront 

'done to ns, we come tothy houſe, to defite jultice of thee 
ag:inſt the ſaid Bridget, Thomas Pentlow anſwered, that ju 

had ſerved us right for ought he knew, and furthet” ſaid.rhat 
hewould not do any thing for us againſt her ; but charged us, 
to be forth-coming, and he would ſend a Warrant to the Cov 
ft«ble before the $. ons to bring us to anſwer for the coming 
into his houſe, We repiyed and {aid that he might do his 
Pleaſure, and io departed. | 

Abou 
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+ Aboutthree days after.,\ I was. mioved 6f the Lord ts 
wrice theſefollowing lines, and ſent them privarly ſealed 
up,rothe hands of Thomas Pentlow, | TR 
; U-0L.00-24503 Bol Ihe Leen iy, 
ou faith the Lord God :/Bewile ye Kings, be learned 
etharare Judges(o7 Juſtices) in the earth; {erve the 
Lord in feary/tayd not in your vwa will when you (ndg between 
-manand man ; but ſtand in the willof God, and execute true 
:Jndgment'; for you muſt. all give an. account to him of your 
\deeds. done.'in the fleſh, whether good or evill ; and now the 
\Lord begins to roar ont of Sion: and to utjer his voice from 
Jeruſalem, and wo 'to all the inhabirants of rhe earth, 
1aithrhe Lord God:; and now the time is come that we ſhall 
o-more ſay, the Lord liverh that brought the children of 
: Iſrael out of the Land of Egypt ; but the Lord litverh that 
hath brought; up, and led the ſeed of 7ſrae! out of the 
North Country,and from all Countrys where I have ſcat- 
rered them, and they ſhall dwell in their own Land, Jer. 


. 23.78. 4nd now the Lord hath made the tidiugs out of the 
« North to trouble the inhabitants of Babel, and it will more 
tronble them yet : it will: make them gnaw their tongues for 


ſorrow, and blaSþheme the God of Heaven ; for their plagues 
ſhall be exceeding great, Now to the light ia thy conſcience 
which Chriſt Jeſus hath enlightned thee withal, am I com- 
manded to ſpeak theſe words,..that with it thou mayeſt exa- 
mine;'and ſee howyhou executeft*Jultice; and how thou didſt 


" execute Juſtice upon thoſe two faithful ſervants of the living 


God that thou haſt:committed to priſon ;. the Law of God in 
thy Conſcience ſaith, that he that preacheth the Goſpel hath 4 


lawful Calling ,, and ts no vagabond though. he haves. no out- 


ward habitation , and the Spirit af trath made it manifeſt in 


the perſon of Chriſt & and he that ſaith he. abideth in hriſt, 


ought ſo to walk as he himſelf walked: and he that us com- 
wanded of the Lord to preach the Goſpel, though he be a 
Jaudg- Juſtice, or whoever , muſt when God Calls him, leave 
Packer and Aother, Wife and Children, and all, and muſt go 
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preach , for whoever he be that ſers bin downinaPatiſh, 
and there to ftay during his life to preach (as he calls it) to a 
people, Taffirm that Perſon was never ſent of God to preach, 
-but ts a falſe Prophet ; for there us not one ſuch example in 
all the Scripture , and Chriffs Commiſſion ts contrary to it ; 
but bleſſed be the; God of Heatien, the Lord'hath now raiſet 
both Juſtices, Colonels, Captains, and many hundreds « 0- 
thers in the North, that go hundreds of miles preaching. the 
Goſpel, as thoſe thou haſt ſent.to priſon did : Now I ds tell 
thee, the light of Chrift in thyconſcience would nat have had 
thee to have been offended at.me,. andothers that didnot pat 
# ff our hats.aud how to thee; but it was thy will,aud the will 
of man ts the Beaſt ſpoken of inRecelation.that aſcended gut 
of the bottomleſs pir, Thou. ſhauldeſt have put a yoak, upon 
thy beaſt, for it belongs to him , and not have defired;hoxor, 
for that belongs to God: thy will is the Beaſh, the Beaſt is the 
Serpent, 4nd duſt ſhall be the Serpents meat ; therefore look. 
for-no other meas for him of the ſervants of the living Gad , 
and the light of Chriſt 1mm thy Conſcience tells thee, thou 
(houldſt not bave been offended at me,and others far ſpeaking 
to thee.jn.the language of Thee.and.Thas ; but herethy wilt, 
thy Beaſt, thy Serpent having not his:yoke an, began.ta he 


unruly, and would have had flattering ſpeeches, as yes for-. 


ſooth, and T pray you-Sir,. axd I: thank your worſbip,Str; 
but the language of the Spirit of truth, aud of. God:hinsſelf, 
was that 1. & others ſpake.to.thee mhichwas Thee: aud:Thos, 
aud if thou beeſt offended, thon:maieſh, {will ack thee, did'ſt 
thou ever put up an) -perition, or requeſt. to rhe Gad-of Heg- 
ven in all thy life time 7 and d'dſt thow nat deſrrett-inthe 
language of Thee aud Thaw? fpeak;, andblaſh for ſhanezand 
cover thy lips that thou ſhoulaeſt-be ſo prand. to defire ware 
of thy fellow-creature than thou wilt give. ta the Gadof 


Heaven thy ſelf. Beſides, thau art in, a beg ging .couditvon, 


when thou fpeaks Fhee and Thou to God.; but 1:.aud others 
eame ox @ begging ro thee when we (poke Thee and Thau 
- 28 thee ;. therefore look to the light Chriſt hath gizen thee , 

it will learn thee to put a yoak,npen this _ beaſt ehy.will, 
«nd 30 give thy Serpent daft to eat, for chilarens bread muſt 
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#0t be 'given'ts dogs. ' 1 know I ſpeak a myſtery to thy dark 
wind, Ba the rh that ſits Phe the oy Foc Beaſt 
thy wilwhich is thy imagination, and carnal wiſdom, ſhall 
wever underſtand me ; bur to the light of Chriſt in thy con- 
ſcience! I ſpeak, andthay bears me witneſs, I peak truth, 
and It underſtands me ; the light of Chriſt in thy conſci- 
ence tells thee, that there was never any perſecution of the 
truth, but a Prieſt had a hand in it, and [h gets the wicked 
powers of the earth, to carry him to do his miſchief ; for as 
the carnal wiſdom, and imagination cannot do any thing 
without the will : (which is the Beaſt that carries them ) no 
wore could never the wicked Prieſt (which is the whore) do 
ny thing in perſecuting the righteous ſeed but by the help of 
ſuch Magiſtrates as are evil, and corrupt in all ages, (which 
zs the beaſt to carry them). and.theſe in all ages joyred toge- 
ther ; Bur the Bealt was taken, and with him thar falſe 
Prophet, and caſt into a Lake. Now 1 am commanded of 
the Lord to ſpeak, a word to thee concerning thy family; for 1 
ſee nufruitful works of darkneſs atted by them ; and there- 
fore 1 give them a word or two of reproof, / Fly divers of them 
when 1 was at: 1hy honſe laughing at the.ſervants of the 
Lord ; ' and Solomon ſaith of laughing, that it is madneis 
and folly, -a*d they gave out in my hearing ieering words , 
and ſcoraful words, and thoſe\that ſit in the ſeat of the ſcorn- 
ful, read what will. become of them : and 1 ſee them given to 
Pleaſnres,;'dpid he that lives in plexſute ts dead while he 1, ves, 
#:d bodily pleaſure-proficeth lictle,)but godiinels is pro- 
' Ffirnable unto all: ther rongues are all tnbridled, and when 
the tongue ts unbridled, it 18 any unruly member, and ic. is. 
ſer on fire.of.hell.. / charge thee and them to repent , and 
Fear OS for-the Lord us now ariſen.in England 
and \youmwu}h repurged; forthe baughtineſs of man He will 
on rdlajfidow :- Andibough you priſon the ſervants 
.of the living. Gad, \yet God will bring,up others among ſt us 
-that will be faithful in doing his meſſage, in crying ont a- 
 $4inft the fins of high and low, Prieſt and people, in City and 
#Hage;. Aarkets, and Steeple-houſes : and they cry, repent 
and fear the living-God, and return 20 the light of Chrijt in 
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16:27 own Conſciences, which convinceth you'of fin, and of evil 
aceas: and for this the wicked world perſecutes thens, \r0-fatl- 
fil the Scriptures , but a body God hath'prepared chem, and 
they can ſuffer more then the-withed world cau wwffsct npor 
them; and when the wicked have prniſhed what theycan, 
they w'll forg:ve them and pitty then and when they ar8 hea- 
ren they reſiſt not, when they are carſed they bleſs ; and thus 
the ſeed that the Lord has brought out of the North Coun» 
ity s grown'to 4 thouſand,and ten thouſandin all parts of En 
gland: and the kigh Cedarshegins to fall apace: in England, 
ro this mighty po wer of God; -for the Lord is very terrible be- 
fore the Northern Army, that the ſcornful world call Qua- 
kers ; Jet »10t 05:0 of theſe Souldiers hath-ſo much as a ſtick. 
in their hands; but they have a'ſword intheir months, and 
with it they ſlay the Nations ; therefore you that are called 
Jultices, yon may pur them in priſon, but you cannot take-a= 
way their Swords ; for they can ſlay as well ia priſon as with- 
out : and one of them through the power of God, dare. entoun- 
ter w.th a thouſand: , and overcome them; bim whom 
thou haſt caſt uto priſons." with his" fwordiſlew two 
mighty mey,\ and the't families 99: Bedtordihire Mbix-Jaft 
week; and he: hath. Nainme;aud-andrediotovenin \rheſe 
parts : and" wow thou haſt ſexsim to ſtay. ſome i Notch» 
hampton with' this ſword inbte-month 5 and Fam fare the 

ſlain of the Lord will be: many thereabouts : and hayry had 
thou been if he had ſlain-thee when he 'was ar thyhoafe:; for 
thou muſt-be ſlain withthe  faord, or elſt''thint ſhale never 

ſee thy Saviour ; therefore look to the light of Chrift thsshy 

Conſcience, and with that light bring all thy evil-deews. to 

light, and to the rip of aps je ayd. m_ 3 this: dight 
or the-power of Chriſt, to ctofs thy wills ang immepimatrioee., 

_ Nb ower oe lead thee ra Chr 6:44 theroboy ils 

rake up thy croſs ro thy will, antbuntill thow>doeſtis thow. anc 

»o Diſciple of Chriſt, profeſs 'what-thout witr,z. for if xÞou 

doeft profeſs rore than thou doeſt poſſeſs, thou; ary an bipu- 

cr:te. Thus in love: to thy poor ſoul, 1. imYoved of ehie Lord 
to write this to thee; and if thou haſt an ' ear.38 hear #hon 

wilt hear it : ſo [remain a friend to: that which. is pon ol 
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God in thy conſcience, \ called-and kyown to the worldbythe 

zame of o bor} of DFT SHWOSHIOND fo rT 
The Snperſcription wasy- + '-* Francis Ellington. 

This ro be delivered -to Thomas - Tn 

- Pentlowcailed Jultite of the” EEE 


, 


Peacezin Wilby, ii 7 

I Beeing free in my ſpirit to go-to the general Seſſions 
holden at Northampton , the 10.day of the 11, Monith 
called January 1644, to hear the tryal ofthe two friends 
William Dewsbury, and Toſeph Stor, which were commit- 
red by Thomas 'Pemtlow; the' men called Juſtices ; 
which far to have done Juſtice, hearing I were there;cal- * 
led me into the Coutt, and read this forefaid Letter; that 
I were moved to write to Thomas Pextloy, as a charge a- 
oaintt me _; and askedme, - it T would find fureties- for 
my. good behariour ; bur I replyed, 'and defired them to 
read mea Law,wheretin any thing yvrit in thar lerter were. 
a tran'grefſion of ; bur rhey denyed ro tead me anyziand 
torthwich commanded the Jaylor ro put me in Priſon, 
which was accordingly done. .It were Ordered after- 
wards that L went forth of Prion upon Bail tor appea- 
rance at the nexr Sefſions ; and according to my engage- 
ment I dud appear upon the 24. day ofthe ſecond Mont h 
called April 1655, at the Caſtle in Northampton, where 
the Sefions were then holden; And at that time there fat 
upon the Bench, ha Clark Serjeant ar Law, George Ber- 
ſon, Henry Bartlet, Iohn Brown, Tohn Thoraton and tobs 


"Mansfield who 1at there to have done Jultice ; and when 


I were called in, not any accuſer appeared to my face, 
nor any Charge was read ; bur the men that were in 
Commilſion required of me; to find fureries for my good 
behaviour till che. next Aſſiſts. I defired them ro read 
me a Law which I had transgrefſed, before they required 
Bond, aud here I am pre'ent ro anfver what the Layv re- 
quired. Bur they no Law would read me ; but comman- 
ded che Joaler to-put me in priſon, where 1am in rhe * 
low Goal amonglt thoſe arraigned for felony and mur- 
| B 
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thetyraiing onuhe Lord) until he, Judg:.niy :Caaſe, and 
eſtabliſh righreoulneſs in the Land, Francis Ellington, 


15, + 443 < 


ſon, and never read me any Law I hadtranigrefled ; but 
hath ſeparared me from my Wife and fire Children, and 


will ariſe in his mighty power, and deliver his people 
forth of the hands of all chat oppreſs themy on whom I 
wait, and will me deliver out of the hands of theie unrea- 
woſven men, that in their dark minds do,they know not 
what, | 

Therefore be warned ye Rulers of the ezrth, and take 
heed of abuling the power put-into your hands to latisfy 
your wills in opprefiing the innocent as the late King 
and his adherents did, whom the Lord hath caſt our in 
his wrath, and coniumed in his diſpleaſure ; and if you 
who hath ated in your wills contrary to the Law of 
God, do not pr, Repenr, and turn to the light of 
Chriſt in your Conſcience, to guide you in obedience to 


'the will of God, ro do as 0 would be done unto; The 


Lord God of Heaven and Earth will cut you off, as he 
hath done, and will do the evil doers : and Peace ſhall be 
upon the ſrael of God. | F.,E, 


A true Declaration of the Ground of the impriſonment of Ed- 
ward Ferman,in the County of Northampton, 


I Being moved of the Lord the 15. day of the ſecond: 
Month called April to go to Farnden Steeple-houſe;and 
Samael Glover, who the people calls their Teacher, being 
there ſpeaking to the people, Iwent to the place, and 
there [tood peaceably , = the Prieſt ſeeing of me called 
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tothe Officers three fevetal times; to take me out of the 


"Honte, whichthey did : and forced me forth our of the 


door; andthere I tood until the Priett had done, and 
was come down out of his high place, and the people 
wete ſome ofthem departed; then I was moved to go in 
again, and ſpoke ſome word unto the people : and the 
Prieſt ſeeing me went up again into his High place, and 


named a text of Scripture, and called to the people to- 


keep their places, but they would nor; and then he 
came down, and commanded. the Conſtable ro keep me 
in his cuſtody, which he did; and the next day Samet 
Glover procured a Warrant from John Manſe! ct Thorp, 
wherein it were exprefled- that I were a wanderer,and an 
idle perſon; yer I lived within four miles of har place, 
wrought we for my living with one Thomas Cocker of 
Dingle) inNorthampronſhire, Shoomaker. The Conltable 
che next day had me before Joh»anſel, end John Brown, 
who then was at Thorp aforeſaid ; and when I came be- 
fore them, they told me I were there acculed for difturb- 
ing Mr. Glover; Anſwer tothem was made, thar before 
I ipake Samnel Glover had done, and came'down, and he 
was the diſturber in going up again, and named aa text : 
which it was declared ro him before the men rhar there 
fat ro have don Juſtice that what he did it was for a ſnare, 
and he-anſ{wered that he would do (o to all that came 
thither ; then Joh» Manſel, and John Brown a Mittimus 
made, and ſent me to the Common Goale in Northamp- 
z0n, where they ſay I mult lye for three months, where by 
the power of the Lord Tin patience wait, until the Lord 
plead my. Caule in his righteouſneſs, Edward Ferman, 


4 Frue Declaration of the Cauſe of the impriſonment of Thomas Cocker iz 
the County of Northampton, that no lye might reft upon the truth; for 
the ſimple ſake 1 am moved to give it forth, 


[ Meeting with a friend that walked honelily, and fo- 
berly'inthe truth ; about-two weeks after, I hearing 


this friend were in bonds, I went to viſit him at one /:7l;- 
am Steel's in Kettering, and deſired to ſpeak with him ; 
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Anſwer were made , that ke'had an order from Jultice 

_ Brown that none might ijpeak with him ; 1 went away, 

and afterwards could tind no relt in my ipiricuncil I writ 

the following lines, which was ſent 'to_ Jehn Brown. 

The Letter is as tolloyeth, Y 

Ohn Brown, / went ro William Steel's houſe, where there 

| were a friend priſoner, and acfired to {peak with him = 
rold me he had order from thee, that none might ſpeak with 
h.m. Ts this to do as thou wouldſt be done unto > thou haſt 
a light of Chriſt in thy Conſcience, which bears witneſs with 
the Law of God, and telis the thau ſhoul dſt do as thou wauldi|t 
be done unto: In perſecnting one of Chriſts little ones thou 
h:ſt done it nato Him; and wo is thy portion, A lover of that 
which tis pure of God in thy Conſcience, ' Thomas Cocket, 

This 1s the tubilance of whart was - | | 
writ, which was about the 4.day 

of the firſt monrh called 4farch, 26" = 

" A Ndonthe 16. day of the ſecond Month called 4p;3/,t heard thar 
Edward Feiman my ſeryant, were apprehended with a Warrangx. 

for a wanderer, and idle perſon, and carried befdre Joha Manſe!, 
and Joh; Brown, who is in Commiſſion to do Juſtice { I went wy oh 
Maiſcls houſe to juftifie that he was no wanderer;nor idle perſian; 
but with me wrought painfully with his hands, John Manaſ( ſering; 
me there, required Bonds for my behaviour, for writing the afore- 
ſaid lines to Iohn Er0w7: and Tohn Brow? being there, I defired of 
them to ſhew that Letter I writ, and a Law which-that Lerrer had 
rranſgrefled : but they refuſed both', and to!d me if I would nor 
find mcn to be bound, 1 ſhould go to priſon: ſo ne Law they would 
me read, but a 2ſ:ttimmws madegand ſent me to the Commen Goale in 
Northampton, and a copy of the Mittimus Iam denycd by Tobi Snart 
Keeper of the Goale.' And ar the General Seflions holden at North- 
hampton the 24. of the 2, month called April , Twas broughr before 
Toba Manſſil, Henry Bartlet, and Tohn Thornton, who was in Commiſlt- 
on to do Juſtice , and the Mittimys was read as a charge againſt me, 


" & the ſubllance in ir was, for writing the foreſaid lines to Johx Brown, 


1 defired them to read me the Letter, and'a Law that any thing 
writ in the Lettcr was the tranſgrefſion of ; bur rhey denyed to read 
any Law, and they required bond for my bebo long rf they p:o- 
ved me a tranſgreflor of the L aw: ſo ſent me back to priſon, where T 
had been, and am in the dung:on amongſt rhoſe arraigned for x val 
ny and murther, ſo am ſeparated from my wife, children, and fami- 
Iy ; yer through the power of God, I am kept in meaſure, ro flan]}, 
as a witneſs againſt the unrighteous praQices of men, and am made ' 
2 wait patizntly,until the Lord Judge the Cauſe of che innocent, 
F FINIS Thomas Cocket. 
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